tuomas rasimus Zostrianos itself. All these documents contain a developed version of the triad. 5 Next, I will analyze Neopythagorean monistic derivational schemes, developed from the first or second century bce onwards. These were important precursors to the being-life-mind triad but, as of yet, show no traces of the triad itself. Finally, I will show that while a number of second-century ce sources from the "fringes" of Platonism (such as the Chaldaean Oracles and Valentinian texts) were greatly influenced by these Neopythagorean solutions, the Sethian Apocryphon of John shows a definite new development towards the being-life-mind triad, although it does not yet contain the systematized triad of the later documents. This early Sethian precursor to the triad grew out of the author's peculiar interest in Johannine Christology and Genesis speculations, influenced by Neopythagorean monism which itself naturally abode well with biblical monotheism. The seeds of the triad sown in the Apocryphon of John then came to fruition in later Sethian texts, most notably in Allogenes and Zostrianos which circulated in Plotinus' seminars. The maturation of the Apocryphon's seminal speculations may have been partially catalyzed by a fruitful encounter between Sethians and the young Plotinus, with Plotinus himself most likely connecting the triad to the Sophist passage.
Plotinus and the Being-Life-Mind Triad
Plotinus uses the being-life-mind (τὸ ὄν-ζωή-νοῦς) triad to describe the function and derivation of his second hypostasis.
6 While the first hypostasis, the One, is beyond being, intellect, and all opposition, the second hypostasis is a unity-in-multiplicity, a self-thinking intellect. The triad's third member (νοῦς) denotes the thinking subject, the first member (τὸ ὄν) the object of its thinking, and the median member (ζωή) the thinking activity itself.
7
Without this mediating "life," which is the vitalizing movement of thought, intellect could not exist. Indeed, "life" allows the very coming into being of the second hypostasis. Due to his insistence on the absolute transcendence
